Phonics sounds pronunciation guide
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Here is a guide you can refer to quickly in case you need to know how the phonics sounds are pronounced. There is also a link to a video on the QR code to the left – full alphabet starts at 1:46.  

Please note, these sounds are only for the initial code












	Sound, letter or grapheme
	Pronunciation, or shape of your mouth

	
m

	Put your lips together and make an mmm sound, a bit like humming.

	
a

	Open your mouth wide. Make the a sound at the back of your mouth, a a a.

	
t

	Open your lips. Put the tip of your tongue behind your teeth and press t t t.

	
s

	Show your teeth. Let the sss hiss out.

	
i

	Pull your lips back into a grin and make the i sound at the back of your mouth



	Sound, letter or grapheme
	Pronunciation, or shape of your mouth

	
n

	Open your lips a little, put your tongue behind your teeth and make an nnnnn

	
o

	Open your mouth into a round shape and voice o  o  o

	
p

	Push you lips together. Push them slightly open and say p  p  p



	Sound, letter or grapheme
	Pronunciation, or shape of your mouth

	
b

	Put your lips together and say b as you open them, b  b  b. (Be careful not to say ‘buh’)

	
c

	Open your mouth, lay your tongue flat and move it towards the top of your mouth, c  c  c

	
g

	
Open your mouth, press the middle of your tongue to the top of your mouth, push your tongue down and forward, make g sound, g  g  g

	
h

	Open your mouth and breathe out sharply, h  h  h




	Sound, letter or grapheme
	Pronunciation, or shape of your mouth

	d
	Put your tongue behind your teeth and make a quick d sound, d  d  d.

	f
	Put your teeth on your bottom lip and push the air out, ffff

	v
	Put your teeth on your bottom lip and make a buzzing sound, vvvv

	e
	Open your mouth, making your chin drop and say e  e  



	Sound, letter or grapheme
	Pronunciation, or shape of your mouth

	k
	Open your mouth, lay your tongue flat and move it towards the top of your mouth, k  k  k

	l
	Open your mouth a little, put your tongue at the top of your mouth, behind your teeth and press, lll

	r
	Show your teeth and make an r sound, rrrr

	u
	Open your mouth wide and say u  u  u



	Sound, letter or grapheme
	Pronunciation, or shape of your mouth

	j
	Pucker your lips and show your teeth, then use your tongue, just behind your teeth, as you say j  j  j

	w
	Pucker your lips as you say www 

	z
	Show your teeth and then buzz the z sound, zzzz



	Sound, letter or grapheme
	Pronunciation, or shape of your mouth

	x
	Start with your mouth open, then push the cs sound trough by moving your tongue from the back to the front as you close your mouth css

	sh
	Show your teeth and push air out, shhhhh

	ch
	Pucker your lips and say ch  ch  ch

	th
	Put your tongue under your top teeth and push air out, thhh
Sometimes this can be voiced, buzz out thhh

	ck
	Open your mouth, lay your tongue flat and move it towards the top of your mouth, ck  ck  ck
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